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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, UK, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC DIRECT ELECTIONS: GOVERNMENT WINS TIMETABL 
REE: LONDON 1 148 

1 . THE HOUSE OF COMMONS JANUARY 26 APPROVED THE 
GOVERNMENT'S TIMETABLE MOTION ON THE EC DIRECT ELECTIONS 
BILL, AS EXPECTED (REFTEL), BY A THUMPING 177 VOTE 
MAJORITY (314 TO 137). THE TIMETABLE ALLOCATES ONLY 
THREE MORE DAYS OF DEBATE FOR THE BILL IN COMMITTEE 
STAGES. ONE DAY, EEBRUARY 2, HAS ALREADY BEEN SCHEDULE 
WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE BILL WILL BE REPORTED OUT TO THE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS BY EARLY MARCH, AT THE LATEST. 

2. INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE THAT ABOUT 155 LABOR MPS 
VOTED TO SUPPORT THE TIMETABLE AND 61 OPPOSED' LEAVING 
ABOUT 90 OTHERS WHO WERE ABSENT OR ABSTAINED (FOUR 
CABINET MEMBERS - BENN, SHORE, ORME AND SILKIN - DID 
NOT VOTE). THE RELATIVELY STRONG GOVERNMENT TURNOUT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

REPRESENTED A MINOR VICTORY EOR CALLAGHAN, SINCE IT WAS 
SIGNIEICANTLY HIGHER THAN MOST OBSERVERS HAD ANTICIPATED 
ABOUTI50 CONSERVATIVE MPS, INCLUDING MRS. THATCHER, 

VOTED WITH THE GOVERNMENT, WHILE ABOUT 60 OTHERS JOINED 
LABOR ANTI-MARKETEERS, SCOTTISH NATIONALISTS, ULSTER 
UNIONISTS AND THE LONE SDLP MEMBER IN THE "NAY " LOBBY. 

3. WE ARE UNABLE TO PREDICT HOW THE LORDS WILL ACT ON 
THIS BILL, BUT THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT ANTICIPATING 
DIEFICULTY PROM THAT QUARTER. 

BREWSTER 
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